
 

1 

Dating back to 1916, the General Electric Company published “The Works News” newsletters that recounted 
what was happening in GE locations. Given GE’s concentration in the Schenectady, NY area, the Schenectady 
Works News was the largest publication – typically running 45+ pages with a new issue every 2 weeks. Each 
edition of The Works News featured articles not only about the products being produced in that area, but also 
much information about the employee organizations in that area and their various activities. 
 
GE originally had little manufacturing involvement in the Syracuse, NY area but that changed during World 
War 2 when GE produced jet engines, turbine drive systems, radar systems and other electronics in Syracuse. In 
1944 GE announced that the Electronics Department, under the leadership of Dr. W. R. G. Baker, would be 
moving to Syracuse, and into a new facility to be named Electronics Park. 
 
With the new facility, came a bi-weekly newspaper, the “Electronics Department News” which continued the 
tradition of emphasizing activities of various employee organizations throughout the year. Special attention was 
given to the yearly celebration of Christmas, both by the company and by the many employee organizations. 
Setting the theme of the December 20, 1946 issue of the Electronics Department News was this article: 

 
“PEACE ON EARTH • • • 

This year, for the first time in five years, we will observe Christmas without the grim god of war trying to 
wreck the party. This year, for the first time in five years, we will try once more to grasp and hold fast the 
spirit of peace without which we cannot hope to survive. 
 
As a nation we have much to be grateful for, much to give thanks for, much to be humble for. As we pause at 
this season of the year to contemplate the blessings we enjoy, let us at the same time think of our 
responsibilities as individuals, for as individuals, so we are a nation. Let us mark well the fact that we can 
prevent another war, that we can see to it that the terrible energies we have uncovered are never used again 
for death and destruction. Let us each do our part toward that end. Let us make sure that next Christmas and 
the Christmas after that, and all the other Christmases to come, will be free of the spectre of war and that we 
will at last achieve that greatest state of all things, ‘Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.’” 
 
The following pages contain reprints of portions of GE’s Syracuse Christmas newspapers from 1946, 1950, 
1960, 1968 and 1981-1986. 
 
 

 
The newsletters, especially the early issues, were printed on inexpensive high-acid paper and have deteriorated during the intervening 

years – resulting in some loss of quality. Also, the newsletters were stored “folded in half” so there are occasional horizontal color stains 
across the middle of the pages. And finally, while the newspapers were printed on 11”x14” stock, they are reproduced here on 8.5”x11” 

stock. 
 

The volume of 35 years’ worth of newsletters fills many drawers in a file cabinet, thus only those pages of the newsletters dealing 
with the Christmas celebrations are being included in this publication. And in some cases, only individual articles and not complete 

pages are included. 
 

This publication of the Syracuse Elfun Society is also available as a PDF document upon e-mail request to steve.auyer@gmail.com. 

Christmas At GE 
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And To All - A Very 
Happy Holidays from 
the Syracuse Elfun 
Society’s Board Of 

Directors! 
 

Carl Chermak, Joe 
Kinzel, Ron Panetta, 

Bob Ruth, Steve 
Auyer, Fred Wenthen, 
Cindy Chermak, Don 

MacLaughlin, Ray 
Terry, Nick Vaccaro 

and Pete Scalzo 


